GROWTH OF GERMAN INFLUENCE

Mohammedanism. The ingenuity of German propaganda knew no
bounds. For example, the Iranians were even told that the German
race had its origins in the province of Kerman (German-Kerman).
Despite the differences between the Sunni and Shia sects the declara-
tion of a holy war (jihad) by the Sultan-Caliph against the British
and their allies had its effect on a part of the Iranian clergy. A num-
ber of mullahs actively agitated in favor of a jihad. With the advance
of the Turkish army, commanded by General von der Goltz Pasha,
into the Iranian Kurdistan, Prince von Reuss moved his headquarters
to Kermanshah and was followed by his Iranian allies. There these
pro-German leaders eventually established a temporary "govern-
ment" and thereby began to challenge the authority of the legitimate
Teheran cabinet.

Such was the "diplomatic" activity of the German Minister and his
agents. Coupled with it, military action was undertaken by the Ger-
man General Staff. Count Kanitz, military attache to the German
Legation in Teheran, worked assiduously to provoke uprisings
against the Allies in the provinces. To that end he employed German
and Austrian prisoners of war who had escaped from Russian
internment camps and found refuge in Iran. He armed them and
maintained a small military force of his own that was prepared to
fulfill dangerous assignments. He was also aided by special missions
sent from Germany for diversionary and sabotage purposes. Of these
missions three deserve special mention, namely, those conducted by
Wassmuss, Zugmayer, and Niedermayer. Before the war Wassmuss
had been consul in Bushire and there had established excellent con-
tacts with the neighboring nomad tribes. Recalled to Germany at the
beginning of the war, he was now sent by the General Staff to southern
Iran to provoke a general uprising of tribes against the British. His
task was twofold: to sabotage the supply of oil to the British navy and
to divert British forces from their main campaign in Mesopotamia in
order to weaken them in the face of the Turko-German adversary.
Wassmuss, whose daring exploits gained him the nickname of "the
German Lawrence," did his best to carry out the assigned task. By
extraordinary feats of energy and shrewdness he managed to provoke
a rebellion of Tangistani tribes in the south, to enter into alliance
with the powerful tribe of Qashqais in Fars, and to win over a num-